
For each focus 
question write 

statements 
of expected 

student learning 
and research 

questions, 
aligned to 

the standards.

Create an 
assessment 

plan, including 
a grading plan 

and 
opportunities 
for on-going 

student-involved 
assessment.

Develop focus 
questions 

for each story 
line statement.  

Student teams
use the answer
to their focus

question to define
the content of
their displays

Draft a 
“big idea” 

for the 
museum topic.

What is 
our 

museum 
about?

What 
will 

students 
learn?

What 
will 

visitors 
learn?

How 
will we 
work 

together?

Begin!

Select 
a topic.

Review 
standards, 

professional 
literature, and 
professional 
exhibitions.

Develop a 
storyline 
for the 

museum 
exhibition. 

For each exhibit, 
student teams 

write a 
“big idea” and 
story line for 

visitor learning. 

Develop a plan 
for regular 

collaboration 
with colleagues. 

Plan the 
professional 

museum visit. 

Create affinity 
diagrams and 

“know and 
wonder” charts 
to brainstorm 
content ideas. 

Invite parent 
and community 

participation.

Introduce 
the project 
to students 
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